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Introduction

A couple of almost spring like February days have prompted me into writing
the newsletter before the 2015 flight season is upbA ggeat summer resulted in
nearly B0O0 records, 12160f them made during the 201light seasonOver 60
recorders made contributions amotablya number of records even referred to
exuviee which is fantasticMany of you also sent sightings and samgy stunning
photos to the ne®hropshire Draganfly Watch Blog which | launched last spring.
(and hopefully many of you) really enjoyed seeigv the season was shaping up as
it actually happened and the blog will definitely be up and running again once
dragonflies are dawaittheérstsightmdgy i n Apri | éé

http://shropshire -dragonfly-watch.blogspot.co.uk

As ever, vithout all of your effortsl would havevery little to reportso
THANK YOU again for keeping an eye on théaetastic insects in our county.

Flight Season 204

In stark contrast to 2013 (witto .
records of dragonflies or damselflies made i
April) we actually witnessed the earliest star.
ever to the flight season in Shropshitarge
Red DamselflyPyrrhosomanymphulaas
usual was the first on the scene, recorded b
D. Knight at Dolgoch Quarrgn April 15" a
full 3 weeks earlier than in 2018early all
species were factrecorded significantly
earlierthanin 2013 and inin many cases up
to a month earlie White-faced Darter
Leucorrhinia dubigprovedto be noexception
and was recorded by B. Smith on April™2&
Whixall Moss representing the earliester
record for this species in Shropshir later Whitefaced darter was captured by
Barrie Smith (oshould | say the spider)thisphot o he entitled o6food

At the other end of the flight season no such trends were seen acrbsarthe
though a very pleasant autumn did allow some species to remain on the wing. Such
conditions did suggest the gmibility of record late sightingshe current UK record
beingCommon Darter Sympetrum striolaturseen in Somerset on"lDecember
2004 (Parr, 2014)Jnsurprisingly no December records were received in Shropshire
however Common Darter was recorded ovétnber 5 by P.Spearrepresentinghe
4" |atest ever sighting (Novembef 8986remainingthe latest ever). Thigcord
coupled with the earliest record of Common
however mean the longest flight season recordedi®ispeats in Shropshire.


http://shropshire-dragonfly-watch.blogspot.co.uk/

The table belovshows thdirst and last dates for disespecies recorded in
Shropshiren 2014, but itis important taunderstandhat these are directly influenced
by recorder effort and the sites visited.

First and Last Recorded Sightings 204

Species Common Name Date of first Date of last
record record

Calopteryx splendens Banded Demoiselle | 15" May 5" September

Calopteryx virgo Beautiful Demoiselle | 7" May 13" July

Lestes sponsa Emerald Damselfly | 18" June 10" Sepember

Coenagrion puella | Azure Damselfly 5" May 9™ September

Coenagrion Variable Damselfly | 5" June 57 June

pulchellum

Erythromma najas | Redeyed Damselfly | 18" May 9" August

Pyrrhosoma Large Red Damselfly | 15" April 20" July

nymphula

Enallagma Common Blue 6" May 17" September

cyahigerum Damselfly

Ischnura elegans Blue-tailed Damselfly | 17" May 9" September

Ischnura pumilio Scare Blueailed 26" June 26" June
Damselfly

Platycnemis pennipeg White-legged 19" May 19" July
Dameselfly

Aeshna yanea Southern Hawker 3 June 31%' October

Aeshna grandis Brown Hawker 28" May 28" September

Aeshna juncea Common Hawker 18" June 28" September

Aeshna mixta Migrant Hawker 9™ August 28" September

Anax imperator Emperor Dragonfly | 6" June 11" August

Gomphus Common Cluktail 27" May 1" June

vulgatissimus

Cordulegaster Goldenringed 12" June 20" August

boltonii Dragonfly

Cordulia aenea Downy Emerald 5" June 6" June

Leucorrhinia dubia | White-faced Darter | 28" April 39 July

Libellula depressa Broadbodied chaser | 15thMay 17" July

Libellula Fourspotted Chaser | 15" May 13" August

guadrimaculata

Orthetrum Black-tailed Skimmer | 12" June 7" August

cancellatum

Orthetrum Keeled Skimmer 12" June 39 July

coerulescens

Sympetrum danae | Black Darter 20" June 28" September

Sympetrum Ruddy Darter 1 July 28" September

sanguineum

Sympetrum striolatun] Common Darter 11" Jwne 3rd November




SpeciesSummary

A total of 27 species were recorded in Z0domprising B dragonfly and 1
damselflyspeciesNumerically ths is 1lessthan in 20B thoughthere are differences
in those speciegpresentd In summaryHairy Dragonfly Brachytron pratensand
Vagrant Emperor Hemianax ephippigewere not recordeduton a brighter note
Scarce Bluetailed Damselfly Ischnura pumiliovasseen in 2014

Commonand widespread speciggereas usual weltecorded with over@0
records received ddzure Damselfly Coenagrion puellaand well over 100 records of
Large Red DamselflyPyrrhosomanymphulaandCommon Blue Damselfly
Enallagma cyathigerunThe hawkers were all well recorded wighown Hawker
Aeshna grandigeceiving nearly 100 record&lso of note were nearly 100 recorded
sightings of
Banded
Demoiselle
Calopteryx
splendens
considerably more
than in prewous
years.David
Williamsd
photograplseen
hereclearly
illustrates the
distinctive
diagnosticdark

band on the wingsf the male

A good number oBeautiful DemoiselleCalopteryx virgarecords were also
receivedand laving expressed concern last yearegeivingjust 3Red-eyed
Damselfly Erythrommanajasrecords 19 recorded sightingsere made in 2014
Thoughthese observations aobviously directly related to recorder effort these latter
2 species show interesting parallels with trends discusseeé ietent Atlas of
Dragonfliesin Britain and Ireland (Cham at.,2014) This iscoveredn more detalil
later in the newsletter

Some less well recorded
species however do remain a
concern such asommon Club-tall
Gomphus vulgatissimweith only 3
recoded sightings ir2013 and 4 in
2014.The male(shown here on the
right in David Williams photo)
clearly illustraesthe club shaped
abdomert hat gi ves t
common nameWe are very
fortunate to have thi®donata Red
Data List (Daguet et al., P8) &Near
Threatenedspeciedreeding in the
River Severras it only inhabits certain stretches of a few rivers in the Ute. T
relatively early mass emergence followed by dispersal sometimes of many kilometres
may well account for the low number of recgrds well as a tendancy of adults to
perch in the tree canopgome distance from most dragonfly recorders!




Also of concern is
Variable Damselfly
Coenagrion pulchellum
with only 2 records mde
in 2014.This species was
recordedirstly at
Shomerdahoughnotably
no individuals were seen a
neighbouring Bomere
where it remains
unrecorded since 2003.
Secondly, Variable
Dameselfly wagecorded
and photographed as see
hereat BerringtonPool by
M. Foley. Thisis good news having received no records forspiscies at this site for

2 years despite a number of recorder visits.| mentioned in the last newslettars

speciess indeedare in Shropshire, but it is also easily confused with the very

commonAzure Damselfly Coenagrionpuella.Despite theclead e x c | amat i on mar
seen on the thorax in this specimesflee name suggests the markings can be very

variable so d look closelyatad t he | i t tolemsurdybuwde nojiss éng 6

variable damselflies!

Individual Species Reports

Scarce Bluetailed
Damselfly %kib
l. pumilio

Having received no records for this specese 2013t was great to hear from

J. Kernohan who saw a male and fenfalen aurantiacgphotographed below)
These individuals were spottati Titterstone Clee Hill the samdocation as those
recorded in 2012 by J. AlImondnterestingly a historic record wasso reported from
D. Williams - 1 female érm aurantiaca photographed at Langleyfields, Dawley
(SJ690074) in June 2008. Although historic tieisordrepreserga new #e for this
species and highlights
the need to always
bear these transient
species in mind
particularly in water
bodies representative
of early successional
stagesThe closest
previous record to thi
location was made in
2005 by V. Green at
Granville Country

Park (SJ717122).




Downy Emerald

C. aenea

A few of us visite
Shomere in June 2014 and
Downy Emeraldvasagain
recorded ad beautifully
photographed by Jim Almond.
Notably the males usually
holding territory at the NW end
of neighbouring Bomerevere
howeverabsentBerrington
Pool is another area where this
: species is recorded however the
Iast5|ght|ngsare of an exuvia in 2012 and 1 adult in 20bbth recorddby
J.BalcombeThis lack of sightings at Berrington for the last 2 field seasons is
suprising as dragonfly recorders have been present at this location in early June. On a
more reassuring notd)is stunning speciesas recordeth 2013at a new site Ebury
Hill (SJ5416)by John Curdl made a return visih 2014 fearinghis mayhave beem
@ne ofbandwasvery pleased to see 2 maleslding territories ané other species
Emperor Dragonfly, Azure Damselfly, Common Blue Damselfly Blue-tailed
Damselfly andRed-eyed Damselfly It should be noted that this quaforms part of
Ebury Hill campsite and access is only available to those staying at the campsite.

©® Jim Almond 2014

Mi ssing I n Actioné

= Hairy dragonfly Brachytron pratensé despite much anticipatioiollowing
the 2013 record made by B. Smith at Whixall Moss there were no 2014
sightings. Kimwn to be present in Cheshire so there remains the possibility it
may be seen again in Shropshire. Typically the first hawker dragonfly on the
wing in mid-May so be on the look out near clean water with lush
surrounding vegetation and nearby shelter (Bsp@004).

= Vagrant Emperor Hemianax eplmipigeri sadly following the first ever
Shropshire record made B Hiatt on 25 Novemberat Muxton Marsh
(SJ715132)ast yeaithere were no mivinter reports of this incredible rare
migrant. They could turn ug anytime and it would be greatwayto start
the dragonfly blog in Februaryé.

¢ Red-veined Darter Sympetrunfonscolombiii remains unrecorded since the
2012 sighting at Venus Pool. Elsewhere in the UK scattered recordfieare
received and though tee are mostly on the south coast a numbesnafidls
were seen in East Yorkshire in September (Parr, 2Qtlid)perfectly possible
thatthis dispersive migramhaywell cross our borders again in the future so
always bear it in mind.



= Yellow-winged Darter Sympetrum flaveoluato my knowledge there have
still been no records in the UK since 2006 atill no Shropshire records since
the mid 19900s

¥ Scarce ChaselLibellula n
fulvai a regular slot in the
Omi ssing in a
and definitely livingup to
i t 0 s OnlalnsSéarbpshire
record ever made at
Attingham Park in June 2008
by J Balcombe This species
has a relativelgarly flight
season emerging on mass i
early May The female (seen
in this photo by M.Randall)
and immature male are
striking orange/brown in
colour. Typicallyfound on
neutral or baseich muddy .
slow flowing small riversdykes in floodplains and water meadows
(Smallshire & Swash, 2010)

--------

National Dragonfly Atlas

Last year the long awaite&tlas of Dragonflies in Britain antteland (Cham
et al., 2014) was published and | remain extremely grateful for all your contributions.
The findings of the atlas must be understood to be influenced by the very nature of
dragonfly recording not being carried out in a systematic standdnd&se That said,
there are still some interesting trends and significant increasesiamaldistribution
were seen by the following species:

Scarce Chaser, Regtyed Damselfly, Small Regeyed Damselfly, Beautiful
Demoiselle, Banded Demoiselle, Whiteegged Damselfly, Migrant Hawker,

Emperor, Hairy Dragonfly, Downy Emerald, Four-spotted Chaser and Black
tailed Skimmer.

The most significant increases were seen in the first 3 vdaghlindicate
that we may yet see a return of Scarce Chaser and thd afrf&mall Redeyed
Damselflyhere in Shropshitelhough our Shropshire data is also obviously directly
related to recorder efforgnalysis ofecords received in 2014 shewlspeciehave
increased theilocal distribution Thesearenow present ira futher1 or more 10km
squars within the countyand7 of thesespeciesnatch those frorthe list abovehat
show a national increasRed-eyed Damselfly, Beautiful Demoiselle, Banded
Demoiselle, Whitelegged Damselfly, Migrant Hawker, Emperor, and Black
tailed Skimmer.

Whereas the increases observed in species on a national scale were largely in
accordance with expert opinion (Cham et al., 2@fhid)noted decreases were more
controversial. 9 species showed a significant decline of more than 10% sinc8& 2002,
of which occur here in Shropshire:




Blue-tailed Damselfly, Scarce Blugailed Damselfly, Emerald Damselfly,
Brown Hawker, Common Hawker, Goldenringed Dragonfly, White-faced
Darter and Black Darter.

As discussed in the atlas, a number of these speciegpphadominantly
upland distributions and whilst a decline in these species is not apparent at present in
Shropshire this highlights the need for ongoing recording in thiéseless accessible
areasA further interesting finding of the national atlas bagn the change in flight
period of a number of species. Among those species mastatdy flying earlier in
the season are a number of Shropshire based species:

Variable Damselfly, Large Red Damselfly, Whitefaced Darter, Four -
spotted Chaser and Redreined Darter.

Whilst 2 of these species are extremely rare in Shropshire, the remainder are
regularly recorded each year and as already discussed Large Red Damselfly and
White-faced Darter have both had local record breaking early records in 2014. Four
spotted Chaser also was recorded earlier in 2014 than

the previous yeatt will be interesting to see if milder
winters and earlier springs lead to longer flight perio
in general.and on the off chance March is a sizaler
keep your eyes opene.

Recording Suggestions

Restassured 6 m al ways very happy to receive r
county however,dllowing the publication of theationalatlas some people have
been asking wibh areas are less well recordeill the records you send are sento
theBritish Dragonfly Society (Dragonfly Recording Network) for a national
perspective and also to tBéiropshire Ecological Data Netwodonathan Groorns
the Biodiversity Data Officer for Shropshire Council anchie kindly helped me out
with a mapshown on the following page.
Based on all the Shropshire dragonfly recahils map shows the species
richness ireach 10km square throughout the coufitye yellow, orange and red
squareshow thosénectadwith the fewest specigecorded Unsurprisingy the
border hectads are low in numbers not least because these areas are largely covered by
ot her counties whoos data we do not have.
would be great to receive more records from any of the yellow squares and most
notably the 3 orange squares in the 8ithe county.
Conversely please dondét be put off by v
appear to be brimming with species. The high numbers are often due to 1 particularly
good site for example SJ43 is hometot of Whixall Moss and SJ¥hcompasses
Berrington Pool, Venus Pool, Bomere and Shomere. There are often many lesser
known quite possibly under recorded sites all over the cejudiybe sure to find out
who owns it and get the necessary permission.






